HARDING TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF HEALTH
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020

Reqular Meeting Minutes

Dr. Cervone called the regular meeting of the Harding Township Board of Health to order on March 12, 2020,
at 7:30 p.m., and announced the meeting was called in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:
Secretary Sharp called the following Board of Health members in attendance.

BOH Attendance: Mr. Boyan, Dr. Cervone, Mrs. DiTosto, Dr. Kao, Dr. Lacz, Mrs. McKittrick, and
Mr. Nicolas Platt

Health Department Attendance: Mrs. Lisa Sharp and Mr. George Byrnes and Mr. Robert Falzarano,
Township Administrator

County of Morris Attendance: Miss Casey Brady, REHS and Mrs. Stephanie Gorman, Assistant
Health Officer

Public: 2

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Mrs. Sharp reported that this evening the Board has invited Mr. Robert Falzarano, Township Administrator and
Mrs. Stephanie Gorman, Assistant Health Officer, Morris County Office of Health Management to discuss the
Coronavirus and update the Board of HEALTH on what the Township and County have been doing.

Mr. Falzarano, Township Administrator explained that he is the Deputy OEM Coordinator and Mayor Yates is
the OEM Coordinator for the Township. Mr. Falzarano explained that of his 46 years of government service, he
has been involved in public service for about 40 years. Mr. Falzarano presented a slide show to the Board which
explained the steps that the Township has taken starting from January 27, 2020 to present. A discussion ensued
with regard to the Board of Health being included on the daily phone calls and emails. Mr. Falzarano was
unable to complete his slide presentation as Mr. Spelker, Superintendent of Harding Township School arrived.
A copy of Mr. Falzarano’s presentation is appended to these minutes.

Let the record show that Mr. Spelker, Superintendent Harding Township School arrived at 7:45 pm.

A discussion regarding the closing of Harding Township School ensued. Mr. Spelker explained to the Board
that he did not make the choice to close the school lightly. A question was asked why the Board of Health was
not consulted. Mr. Spelker reported that he was in contact with Dr. Perez, Jr., Health Officer to discuss the
closing. Dr. Perez, Jr., did not rubber stamp the decision Mr. Spelker made. Dr. Perez, Jr. understood the
reasoning. Mr. Spelker explained to the Board that it was his decision to close the School. Let the record show
that Mr. Boyan was on the phone at 7:30 pm and arrived in person at 7:59 pm.

Mr. Boyan stated he is in full support of Mr. Spelker’s decision. Mr. Platt reported that the Board would like
Mr. Spelker to leave this meeting knowing that the Board of Health is concerned and gives our blessing on this
difficult decision. Mr. Platt explained that the Board of Health can be an incredible resource. Mr. Spelker
mentioned that he will attend the weekly Board of Health meetings going forward. The Board made a
recommendation to hold weekly Board meetings; March 18", March 25", and April 2" at 7:30 pm or earlier.
Mrs. Sharp will place an ad in the Observer Tribune and on the Township website. Dr. Lacz asked that the
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children bring home everything. Mrs. McKittrick asked that going forward with messaging, consult everyone.
A suggestion was made to invite the first responders to the weekly meetings. Dr. Kao mentioned that having the
School running keeps the community line open, now with the School being closed the community line is closed.
Email blasts will help. Mr. Platt asked for a voice vote to show Mr. Spelker the Board’s support. Upon a
motion made by Mr. McKittrick, seconded by Mr. Platt, ,and with a vote of unanimous ayes, the Board of
Health approved of the decision made by Mr. Spelker, Superintendent of Harding Township School to close the
Harding School during this difficult time. Mr. Spelker thanked the Board for their support.

Mrs. Stephanie Gorman, Assistant Health Officer provided an update on the Coronavirus. Mrs. Gorman asked
the Board what they would like to do with Temporary Retail Food Events. A discussion ensued. It was
recommended that non-essential events or meetings be cancelled. The Board will re-evaluate around April 15,
It was mentioned that the Kemmerer Library has already cancelled their events. The Board discussed having
their weekly meetings with the County and OEM. A discussion on the Coronavirus testing, supplies, etc.,
ensued. Mrs. Gorman discussed the Harding Seniors’ and asked what the Board would like to do with the
seniors. Mrs. Sharp informed the Board that Mrs. Willean has been in contact with Kathy Basile, Public Health
Nurse and the recommendation was to cancel the senior meetings, which Mrs. Willean has done. Whatever we
can do to help the seniors going forward will be helpful. Mrs. Gorman explained about getting essential
funding. The County is answering calls around the clock. A discussion on organizing volunteers ensued. It is
important to self-quarantine, wash hands with soap, sanitize surfaces, and social distancing of six feet.

Let the record show that Mrs. Gorman, Assistant Health officer left the meeting at 8:50 pm.

Electric Hand Dryer — A discussion ensued regarding Electric Hand Dryers. It was suggested to place
temporary out of order signs on the Municipal Building Electric Hand Dryers.

Hepatitis B — A discussion ensued regarding the Hepatitis B immunizations. Mrs. Sharp mentioned that a policy
and procedure on the Hepatitis B immunization with regards to DPW, Police, Volunteer Fire and EMS is
currently being written. Mr. Sordillo, BOH Attorney has review the law in depth with regard to volunteers and
the Hepatitis B immunization vaccination does apply to volunteers. Dr. Cervone mentioned that if a volunteer
has medical insurance, their insurance will cover the Hepatitis B immunization. A discussion ensued on how
important it is to use a person’s own physician.

Let the record show that Mrs. McKittrick left the meeting at 9 p.m.

ACCEPTANCE OF BOH MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 13, 2020:

Dr. Cervone asked if there were any questions with regard to the February 13, 2020 meeting minutes. Upon a
motion made by Mr. Platt, seconded by Dr. Lacz, and with votes of all ayes, none opposed, the minutes for the
February 13, 2020 meeting were accepted.

ACCEPTANCE OF BOH MONTHLY REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2020:

Dr. Cervone asked if there were any questions regarding the monthly Health Department report for February
2020.

Mr. Boyan asked how the work load of the Health Department is doing. Mr. Byrnes mentioned that the Health
Department has caught up with all their applications to date.
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Dr. Cervone asked if there were any further comments or questions to the February monthly report and
the monthly financial. Upon a motion made by Mr. Platt, seconded by Mrs. DiTosto, and with votes of
all ayes, none opposed the monthly report and financial report for February 2020 was accepted.

ACCEPTANCE OF MORRIS COUNTY MONTHLY REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2020:

Dr. Cervone asked if there were any comments or questions with regard to the Morris County Monthly
Report for February 2020.

A discussion on influenza ensued. Dr. Cervone mentioned that in 2017/2018 there were about 80,000
deaths and in 2018/2019 there were about 53,000 deaths related to influenza.

With no further comments a motion was made by Mrs. DiTosto, seconded by Dr. Lacz to accept the
February 2020 Monthly County of Morris, and with a vote of all ayes, none opposed the monthly
Morris County report for February 2020 was accepted.

OTHER MATTERS AND HEARING PERSONS PRESENT:

Seeing no further business, a motion to adjourn was duly made by Dr. Lacz, seconded by Mrs.
DiTosto, and with a vote of all ayes, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa A. Sharp
Secretary, Board of Health
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