HARDING TOWNSHIP

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Annual Report 2010/2011

MISSION




The Wildlife Management Committee’s mission is to maintain a natural equilibrium in the wildlife population in the township and to inform the public about living with wildlife. The committee monitors conditions and coordinates preventive or remedial action as needed.

DEER MANAGEMENT

The 2010/2011 deer harvest in Harding, according to NJ Fish and Wildlife, was 214 versus 200 and 150 in the prior seasons. The number includes 68 (vs. 64 in the prior season) deer taken in the Harding part of the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge. There are no hunting activities in the Harding part or any part of the Morristown National Historical Park. The season was again concluded without any hunting accidents.

The number of Deer/Motor Vehicle accidents is shown in the following statistic:





    2010
    2009     2008    2007
 2006      2005
   2004          Deer/Motor Vehicle Accidents
       26        18         29        25  
   19         18            41                  Deer Pickups


         7         23       N/A       38        31         34           52         

Attached is a schedule Deer Harvest Statistics, providing a historical record of the foregoing.
Deer Check Station

A Deer Check Station continued to function at the Minuteman Restaurant on Mt. Kemble Avenue. During the past hunting season 386 deer were checked at the station. Of these, 97 deer were harvested in Harding Township. In accordance with the agreement with the township, to pay the station $4.--  for every deer harvested in Harding and checked at the station, a payment of $388.--  (97 x $4.--) was made to the station. The Committee requests approval to continue this arrangement for the upcoming 2011-12 hunting season.

Public Information

Information on wildlife matters has been made available through the Thumbnail in four different issues during the past year. An article about the Committee’s efforts and the hunting season dates will be made available to the local press and to the Thumbnail in September. A Hunter Workshop is planned for August 25, 2011 with major hunters, to coordinate activities for the coming season. The public will be invited and information will be made available on how to deal with wildlife. A copy of this annual report will be mailed to all hunters registered with the Police Department. It will also be posted on the website of the Township. An item on Cautions to Prevent Deer/Motor Vehicle Accidents is again planned for the October Thumbnail.

In addition to the foregoing, the Committee has undertaken an effort to update the hunter registration with the police department. The objectives are fourfold:

1. To enable the police to identify the vehicles of our qualified hunters that may be  

parking along township roads while they are hunting;

2. To enable the Wildlife Management Committee to coordinate access to 

Township-owned property for hunting activities.

3. To match hunters with property owners interested in opening their properties to 

hunting activities. 

4. To assure that the hunters applying for access to hunting activities on public land are 

licensed and in good standing.

The information will be updated in July/August 2011.

2010/2011 Hunting Season

The detailed dates for the coming season have not yet been published.  It should extend though from September 10, 2011 through February 12, 2012.

While the deer harvest was basically in line with the prior season, it is about half of what it was in the 2001/2003 time frame. The feedback from the community confirms a decline in the deer population in Harding. It is interesting to note that a similar situation is prevailing in several major neighboring towns with a rural environment, albeit not as dramatic. Statewide, the deer harvest increased slightly from 52,766 in the 2009/2010 season to 55,404 in the 2010/2011 season. This leads to the conclusion that the deer population is stabilizing and that the present situation in Harding will deteriorate again, if preventive action is not taken. Besides, wildlife management experts view hunting as an essential part of the natural deer population control mechanism. The Committee concurs with this view.

Against the foregoing background, the Wildlife Management Committee will continue pursuing the following options to facilitate the deer harvest in the upcoming season:


1. Facilitate contact between hunters and property owners. To this end, the Harding Police Department will continue to maintain a list matching qualified hunters with property owners wishing to admit hunters to their property. Interested hunters and property owners are urged to avail themselves of this service by calling the Police Department at 973-455-0500. 

2. Continue efforts to facilitate deer check-in in the Township.

Hunting on Township Property

As in prior years, approval is requested from the Township to open the following properties to hunting or driving of deer as indicated:

Block 46 Lot 4.01
Bailey’s Mill and Young’s Road  
driving


Block 35.01 Lot 18
Rt. 202/287 & Glen Alpin Road:
bow hunting


Block 8 Lot9.01  
Margetts Field


            bow hunting


Block 2 Lot 18
Waterman property

            bow hunting


Block 23 Lot 1  
Gatehouse property


bow hunting

This recommendation reflects the consensus of the Committee, but was not unanimous.
.

Deer Management Plan at Jockey Hollow Park

In view of the substantial part of Harding Twp. taken up by the Park, the health of the forest in the Park is environmentally of great importance for the township. According to information given by the wildlife biologist of the Park, deer density in the Park was 44/sq. mile in the fall of 2009 and 55/sq. mile in the spring of 2010. This compares to an environmentally acceptable density of 15-20 deer per square mile. A visit to the Jockey Hollow section of the Park makes evident the depredation of the forest and the need to take remedial action forthwith. Hunting is prohibited in the Park and needs Congressional approval through a Deer Management Program.

Efforts are continuing to establish such a Program. The Park has hired a bio-technician to work on the Program. The Notice of Intent to prepare the Deer Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement are in Washington, DC at Headquarters awaiting signatures. The local organization is in the process of creating a Public Scoping Newsletter and will be holding public meetings at the Washington’s Headquarters Museum on July 27 and 28, 2011. the comment period will take place over the fall/winter.

We were told by the Park Superintendent that the Borough of Bernardsville passed a Resolution in February 2010, urging the Park Service to implement a Deer Management Plan. It was indicated that a similar Resolution from Harding Township would strengthen local efforts to get the situation under control. The Wildlife Management Committee believes that this should be done and will make a corresponding proposal in due course.

This recommendation reflects the consensus of the Committee, but was not unanimous.

CANADA GEESE

The number of Canada geese in the Township has decreased significantly. Measures to control the excessive number of Canada geese were established in prior years, and concentrated mainly on the following: 1. Not to feed the geese; 2. Impede reproduction by rendering eggs in nests infertile. 3. Harass the geese at Bayne Park, at the Municipal Building and at the grounds of the Church of Christ the King. The program was organized and carried out by a group of volunteers, in collaboration with the Wildlife Management Committee. 

No Canada Geese are resident at this time in either Bayne Park, at the grounds of the Municipal Building or at the grounds of the Church of Christ the King. 

BEARS 
Bear sightings were again reported in the spring of 2011. There were no adverse incidents. The Committee will continue its efforts to alert the public through the press about basic precautions on dealing with bears.  It is important to alert the public to advise the Police Department and the Fish and Wildlife Division of bear sightings, as the Division will take action to remove troublesome bears only if there is a history of sightings.

Committee

The Committee meets four times a year, in August in connection with a Hunter Workshop, in December, in February and in June. The Committee’s meetings are open to the public.

Committee members are: Chris Allyn, Craig Bitler, Jack Clackworthy, Don Dinsmore, Kevin Gaffney, Betsy Holdsworth, Gail McKane, Karl Meister (chair), Al Remmey, Hal Scaff and Roberta Shields.

The Committee budget for 2011 was $2,000.  The Committee expenditures were $388.--.
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